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DEACON’S GALAXY 

We are now about 6 weeks into reopening our 

Churches. While it still looks strange, at least we have 

the option of going to Mass live again. Yes, there are 

limits to how many people can attend. And yes, there 

are also those who are not yet comfortable with 

attending public Masses. But we are coming back. If 

we remain careful and vigilant, we will continue on a 

strong road to maybe recovery? 

There are many who do not take this 

pandemic seriously. And there are those, maybe 

usually more from the Pentecostal bend of 

Christianity, who believe that God would not let this 

pandemic affect them. That is sheer foolishness. 

Just as God has given us advances in medicine 

to provide treatments and cures that, not too long ago, 

would have be unthinkable, so too does God provide 

for His people in simple, everyday ways. Not every 

act of God has to be earthshaking. God also created 

common sense. If the medical authorities are 

recommending wearing masks and social distancing, 

why can that not be the voice of God speaking 

through them. Look at the Old Testament 

prescriptions for dealing with lepers. Do they not 

sound eerily familiar today? 

Remember that Elijah got to experience God, 

not in the mighty wind or in the raging fire, but, in the 

tiny whisper. Sometimes, well actually most of the 

time, God does not intervene with majestic and 

flamboyant actions. God moves in simple ways. Look 

for God in the small actions of caring for others. 

As we continue to recover, pray that God will 

allow things to get back to normal. Interaction is 

integral to being human. Let us hope that we can 

return to face to face interaction safely and soon. 

Deacon Mike 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 

 

I hope all are well and that you are continuing to stay 

safe from the COVID-19. When will things get back 

to normal? God only knows! The bars are still closed, 

the restaurants are at 25%, we still need to reserve a 

seat to go to Mass, some schools plan to open and 

some plan to be virtual, there may or may not be 

football, keep wearing your mask and social 

distancing. On and on it goes! However, what does it 

mean for Council 4925? When can we meet in-

person, set up a Penny Drive, or set up a Tootsie Roll 

Drive? Only time will tell! I still have no word from 

Christ the Divine Shepherd as to when we may 

resume using Biedenbach Hall for our meetings. With 

that in mind, our next meeting is set for August 10, 

2020 at 7:30 pm through ZOOM. Go to 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84409468303 

 

You will be able to see us and we will be able to see 

you. Our meeting last month went very well as there 

were 20 brothers who zoomed in. It is certainly not 

the same as in-person, but we are able to conduct 

business in an efficient manner.  

 

At this point, I do not know if our meeting for 

September 14 and September 28 will be in-person 

meetings or ZOOM meetings. You will be notified. 

 

Keep the faith my brothers, this coronavirus will end 

some day (hopefully sooner rather than later). That’s 

about all I have to say except to wish my brothers 

well and STAY SAFE!  

Vivat Jesus - Pete 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

mailto:petebobich@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8


This logo is meant to remind us to   

mail our member donations NOW!  

    

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will make the 

following report at the august 10, 2020 meeting:  

$14,518.92 prior bank balance, $29.00 income, 

$5,347.56 expenses, $9,200.36 balance, $2,200.00 

committed funds, $7,000.36 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance stands at $0.00 as of 

June 1, 2020 as a check for $722.50 was mailed to the 

Project Treasurer. Due to the coronavirus isolation, 

there have not been any Penny Drives or Tootsie Roll 

drives to add to our total.      

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following 

donations: $50 – Woman’s Choice Network; $25 – 

Alzheimer’s Assn.; $50 – Catholic League; $50 – 

Guest H0use; $50 – Gr. Pgh. Comm. Food Bank; $50 

– PCUC; $50 – Mundelein Seminary; $500 – TAP, 

St. John the Baptist; $500 – TAP, Greensburg CCHS; 

$500 – TAP, Mother of Sorrows; $1,000 – TAP, 

Divine Mercy Academy; $1,000 – TAP, Serra 

Catholic HS; $1,000 – TAP, Oakland Catholic HS; 

$500 – TAP, Sacred Heart Elem. Our total for the 

2020-21 fiscal year stands at $5,325.00. This total 

does not reflect any Bishop Project funds.  

 

PICNIC 

          The Annual Council picnic originally scheduled 

for Sunday, July 26, 2020 at Outlook Park on Thomas 

Street in Monroeville was postponed. The picnic is 

now set for Sunday, August 30, 2020. According to 

our Grand Knight, Bro. Pete Bobich, the event is still 

going to happen. Please contact Bro. Pete by August 

27, 2020, if you plan to attend and let him know how 

many people are in your party. The Council will 

provide hamburgers, hot dogs, kolbassi, corn, water, 

soda and beer. Please bring your favorite side dish to 

share with the brotherhood, e.g., potato salad, 

macaroni salad, baked beans, cole slaw, or a favorite 

dessert. There will be no charge for attending the 

picnic.   

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          The 2020-2021 campaign began on Mar. 1, 

2020 and will run to Feb. 28, 2021. At this point, we  

have sent $722.50 to the Project Treasurer. Due to the 

coronavirus, it 

may be sometime until we are able to raise any more 

funds. Our Penny Drive and  

Tootsie Roll Drives have had to be suspended due to 

the coronavirus. We hope to get them up and running 

when we get the all clear to return to our normal lives.      

  

BLESSED FATHER MICHAEL McGIVNEY 

          On May 27, 2020, Pope Francis approved a 

promulgation of decree recognizing a miracle 

attributed to Fr. McGivney. An unborn child facing a 

life-threatening illness was healed in utero through 

prayers offered by the family in the name of Fr. 

McGivney. He is now recognized as “blessed.” There 

will have to be another miracle attributed to Fr. 

McGivney before he can more to sainthood.  

 

FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR FAMILIES 

          The current pandemic has affected some of our 

members due to layoffs, furloughs, closing of a 

business, etc. If you are experiencing financial 

hardships due to the current pandemic, please let us 

know. The Relief Committee may approve up to $500 

in a fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) for a family. 

The committee may only grant a total up to $1,500 in 

a fiscal year. The financial support we provide may 

be used for any need a family may have.  

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES 

          Our chairman, Bro. Tim Jacob, has set next 

year’s race date as Jan. 22, 2021. Of course, the 

whole thing depends on the COVID-19 virus and the 

Government’s approval for large crowd gatherings. 

Let us continue to pray for an end to this pandemic 

and a return to some degree of normalcy in our lives.  

 

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 

          As of now, we have no idea when we will be  

able to hold a Tootsie Roll Drive. So, our chairman, 

Bro. Greg Blake has recommended a virtual drive. 

Seems like everything today is virtual! He would like 

the brothers to go to the web site for the Bishop’s 

Project at http://www.bishoipsprojectkofc.org/donate 

to make a financial donation and note that you are 

from Council 4925.  

 

TAP SCHOLARSHIPS 

http://www.bishoipsprojectkofc.org/donate
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          Congratulations are extended to the ten children  

who were awarded this year’s Tuition Assistance 

Program (TAP) scholarships: Juliette Barth at 

Oakland Catholic High School – daughter of Bro. 

Ken Barth; Maranda Di Ninno at Mother of Sorrows 

School – daughter of Bro. Sam Di Ninno; 

Christopher Macaluso at Divine Mercy Academy – 

grandson of Bro. Dave Scott; Olivia Prazenica at St. 

John the Baptist – granddaughter of Bro. John 

Prazenica; Anneliese Slater at Greensburg Central 

Catholic – grandson of Bro. Mike Halterlein; Chase 

Clonz at Divine Mercy Academy – grandson of Bro. 

James Egan; Joel Blake at Serra Catholic High 

School – son of Bro. Greg Blake; Lydia Valentine at 

Serra Catholic High School – daughter of Bro. Matt  

Valentine; Gabriella Morgano at Oakland Catholic 

High School – daughter of Bro. Joseph Morgano; and 

Joseph Charmello at Sacred Heart Elementary 

School – son of Bro. Chris Charmello. The names 

were drawn at the semi-annual audit meeting on July 

14, 2020 and checks in the amount of $500 for each 

student were sent to the respective Catholic Schools 

were the students attend classes.  This year we 

received 13 applications. 

 

A special thank you is extended to Bro. John 

Prazenica for chairing the TAP Scholarship Program 

and for writing this section of the newsletter.       

 

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER MEETING 

          A meeting was held virtually on Monday, 

August 3, 2020. Bro. John Prazenica and Bro. Tom 

Cocchi tuned into the meeting and they report the 

following information: Bishops Project – goal is 80% 

of the highest year in the last 5 years, only half the 

number of seals normally printed will be printed, 

plans are to eliminate home mailings to Knights and 

have books distributed by each Council, plans are to 

provide each brother with 5 packets to distribute to 

friends and family since church attendance is 

restricted due to COVID, a request was made to have 

brothers not wait to get their seals, but to go online at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org to donate 

electronically or to send a check to Gary Willard, 54  

Florence Dr., Pgh., PA 15220-2012 (include Council 

4925 with your donation in order for us to get credit  

towards our goal; Columbus Dinner – still scheduled 

for Oct. 11, 2020 at the Meadowlands, this could 

change due to COVID; COAL – going away from 8 

ticker books to single tickets at $5/ticket; Labels – 

there will be no rebates from the label program since 

the state convention was virtual and no travel 

expenses need to be reimbursed, all label funds will 

go to Special Olympics and the dioceses in the state 

for vocation programs; Football Sweeps – tickets are 

now available, sell, sell, sell, either NFL games 

actually played or historical game data will be used to 

payout weekly prizes; 40 Days For Life – will pray 

live and in person, Nicki Bruni is coordinating, time 

will be 7:00 am-5:00 pm, Woman’s Choice in  

Monroeville will receive ultrasound equipment from 

the Chapter; Next Meeting – Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020 

at the Natrona Council Building. If COVID is still an 

issue it will be a ZOOM meeting.  

 

FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION 

          The in-person Patriotic Degree Exemplification 

set for Aug. 16, 2020 at the Doubletree by Hilton in 

Cranberry was cancelled. In its place there was a 

ZOOM Exemplification held on July 25, 2020. All of 

the candidates who made plans for the 

Exemplification had been notified of this change and 

the candidates were sent the instructions on how to 

participate. I do not know if anyone from our Council 

took part in this Exemplification.  

 

COLOR CORPS 

          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 

becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  

the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted  

to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 

available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who  

have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 

Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses.  

The corps is looking for members to join the corps. If  

you are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412- 

736-3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net The 

Supreme Office has now turned over the sale and 

distribution of the new uniform to The Supply Room.  

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/
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This company makes uniforms for all of our military 

services. If you would like to purchase a uniform, 

contact Jim Craig at 800-458-5180 ex 168. 

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

          Geoffrey Geoff is a member of Council 4242.  

He is well versed in fraternal affairs having served as 

a District Deputy and all of the chairs on the Council  

Level. He can be reached at 412-915-5217 or email to 

Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org Bro. Crowe is readily  

available to help brothers fill their insurance and 

financial needs. Bro. Crowe is obligated to meet with  

Knights who have insurance at least once a year. If 

you are contacted, please be kind. The Knights of 

Columbus enjoy the highest rating from A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE 

          WWW.KofC4925.ORG is our new website.  

Take a look at what’s available on-line. Add your 

Prayer Requests at any time; have access to the  

Compass, our newsletter, including past editions 

(dating back to 2006); have access to our past – the 

legacy that is our foundation; have access to a list of  

the chairmen of our various projects; link to sites of 

interest.  The News & Announcements and the Events  

Calendar will be updated and changed regularly so 

bookmark this site so you may visit it regularly. A 

very big Knights thank you is extended to Bro. John 

Prazenica, for all of his hard work and time spent in 

maintaining the site.  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           Dues continue to be only $24 a year. If you 

have not paid yours, please submit your dues in the 

amount of $24 to Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow 

Hedge Dr., Monroeville, PA 15146 as soon as 

possible.  

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

          The Council extends its deepest sympathy to 

Bro. Clay Bossart on the passing of his dear friend 

and companion, Lois Lewis, who passed from this life 

into the next on July 26, 2020 at 87 years young. May 

she rest in peace and may perpetual light shine upon 

her.  

The Council has received a thank you notes from 

Woman’s Choice Network and the Gr. Pgh. Comm. 

Food Bank for our recent donations. We also received 

a thank you from Olivia Prazenica for the $500 TAP 

scholarship awarded to her.   

 

Fr. Al Zapf has retired and he is living in his mother’s 

home in West Mifflin at 1630 Greensprings Ave. 

West Mifflin, PA 15122 (412-251-9339). This is a 

small residence and it is in need of some sprucing up. 

Santos Hernandez, of the Saturday Morning Men’s 

Group is seeking volunteers to help with the work. A 

Day of Caring will be held on a Saturday in 

September (no date set yet). A major project will be 

house painting (inside and out). If you would like to 

volunteer, please contact Santos at 

santos724@windstream.net to let him know.   

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness. 

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact 

him and he will send get well wishes for our Council.  

 

There are now six (6) Masses being offered at our 

Parish: St. Bernadette – 4:00 pm on Saturday, 8:00 

am and 11:00 am on Sunday; St. Susanna – 5:00 pm 

on Saturday, 9:00 am and 11:30 am on Sunday. You 

still need to go online at cdsmph.org/rsvp or phone  

412-373-0050 between 9:00 am – Noon Monday 

through Friday to reserve a seat.  

 

Even though we now have two (2) churches open for 

Mass, the number of people able to attend is 

restricted. This, of course, has a direct effect on the 

offertory collection. The bills keep coming. 

Obviously, they need to be paid, but with the reduced 

offertory collections where does the church get 

money. You can certainly help in this situation by 

mailing your donations directly to the church or go to   

https://www.christthedivineshepherd.org  and sign up 

for online giving. Please do not forget about our 

parish in these trying times.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you 

know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 

mailto:Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org
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mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 

you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels0827@gmail.com Magnets 

make a nice gift. 

 

Bro. Anthony Pulleo will pick up the torch as our new 

Golf Tourney Chairman. Bro. Joe Hayden will be 

moving to Florida and this necessitated a change in 

leadership. A large Knights thank you is extended to 

Bro. Pulleo for accepting the challenge. 

 

NECROLOGY FOR AUGUST 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

August 7, 2013 Robert H. Gartz 

August 10, 2007 Elmer J. Bianco 

August 11, 1992 Morris Kubrick 

August 11, 2005 Paul H. Scheuermann 

August 17, 1999 John J. Dunchak 

August 17, 1999 George H. Milne 

August 20, 1989 John D. Murrin 

August 20, 2016 Louie L. Sarte 

August 29, 2005 John P. McIntyre 

August 30, 2008 James E. Dawson 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Fay Duvall, William Syrek, Joan Syrek, 

Dee Gardata, Dave Fennessy, Berta Merolli, Tom 

Palmieri, Bob Cohen, Vince Brunotts, Ned Cash, 

Richard Mellick, Raymond Westbrook, Raymond 

Sasselli and Ruth Keller.  

 

DECEASED: Lois Lewis, Judy Boehm, Jane Bobich, 

Margaret Linhart, Rose DeMarco, Mike Touri.  

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

 

perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

So, that is it for this month brothers! The coronavirus 

keeps going on and on and throwing a wrench into 

our regular schedule. I can-not tell you when the next 

in-person meeting will be. However, we will continue 

to meet virtually  

through our ZOOM connection. There is a meeting 

set for Monday, August 10, 2020 at 7:30 pm. Get on 

the computer or your I-Phone and dial the site located 

in the Grand Knights Galaxy section of this letter. 

Brothers, keep safe and keep praying!  Remember the 

Transfiguration of Jesus and the Feast of the 

Assumption of Mother Mary into Heaven this 

Saturday, August 15, 2020.   

    Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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